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[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

ABSTRACT OF REPLIES RECEIVED IN REPLY TO REQUEST FOR REPORTS 
ON INFLUENZA (LA GRIPPE). 

[Continued from Public Health Rbpobts, Nos. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14.] 

Illinois — Havana. — Influenza was quite prevalent in this vicinity 
during January and February, 1901. The type has been generally 
bronchial, with a tendency toward pneumonia. The disease has attacked 
all classes — old and young. The mortality has been small, probably 
because there has been less drugging and better nursing and feeding of 
the patient than formerly, the disease being regarded as one of self 
limitation. The patient has been isolated as much as possible from the 
family. Antiseptic treatment of the nasal and bronchial secretions has 
been practiced. 

Oregon — Astoria — Columbia River Quarantine. — The first appearance 
of la grippe occurred during the winter of 1889-90. The first case 
observed of the present epidemic applied for treatment on October 6, 
1900. The disease, however, was not very prevalent until about the 
middle of December. The greatest number of cases occurred between 
that date and February 1, 1901. Since the latter date the number of 
cases has been decreasing. About 400 cases have applied for treatment, 
of which one-third have been confined to bed. There have been no 
deaths due directly to the disease, but 3 deaths have been reported from 
complications — 1 death from spinal meningitis, and 2 deaths from 
cerebro-spinal meningitis. The type of the disease has been mostly 
catarrhal, with nervous phenomena and great debility. The average 
duration has been from seven to ten days, with slow convalescence, 
characterized by great nervousness and weakness and a long spasmodic 
cough. This cough in children resembles whooping cough. Treat- 
ment has varied, but has been in most cases palliative, symptomatic, 
and tonic. Calomel, followed by quinine, or the coal-tar derivatives, 
with aconite and bromide of soda seem to have been the favorite 
remedies. 

foreign. 

Austria — Prague. — Influenza has been quite prevalent in this city 
and generally throughout Bohemia. It can be safely stated that 10 per 
cent of the population have been attacked. The type of the disease is 
mild, but it is accompanied by nervous prostration and catarrhal 
troubles. The mortality has been very small and has been principally 
confined to persons of advanced age. No special treatment has been 
required. Salipyrine and muriate of quinine were the prescriptions 
generally given. 

Trieste. — Influenza has been much more prevalent this year than for 
some years previous. The type of the disease has been principally 
catarrhal, with tendency to pneumonia and pleurisy. The gastric form 
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of the disease has been noted much less frequently than during the 
past year. The number of cases is estimated at 10,000, with about 600 
or 700 deaths. The sanitary treatment has been perfect rest, warmth, 
and a very light diet. For medicinal treatment, aspirine, a prepara- 
tion of salicylic acid, is gaining great favor. Quinine and salipyrine 
have also been much used. Influenza was first observed during the 
second half of January, 1901. Previous to that time no cases had been 
reported. 

Belgium. — Influenza appeared first at Dael, in East Flanders, about 
January 1, 1901, spreading throughout the province, where many mild 
cases were reported, but no deaths. In the province of Luxembourg 
about January 10 there were 20 cases reported, of which 5 were fatal, 
the patients being children. The school which these children attended 
is exposed to the east winds which are generally more mild and dry 
than those from any other direction. Only in rare cases did the disease 
attack the lungs or bronchial tubes. The throat and stomach were the 
parts principally affected. The symptoms were restlessness, vomiting, 
diarrhea, and fetid breath. Two cases were accompanied by rubeolic 
rash and in each case the patient died. The treatment was symptomatic. 
A mild form of the disease has been epidemic in Brussels. 

British Columbia. — A mild form of influenza prevailed during 
December, 1900, and January and February, 1901. About 10 per cent 
of the population have been affected. There have been few deaths. 
Catarrhal symptoms have been most common. 

Influenza appeared suddenly, about the middle of December, 1900, 
increased rapidly until about the third week in January, 1901, after 
which time it abated. The principal type was the cardo-pulmonary, 
though there were numerous examples of the gastrointestinal and 
neurotic types. The treatment was with quinine, ipecac, and the 
salicylates and coal-tar products. Some cases have been complicated 
with pneumonia and some have gone on to the formation of pus. Iso- 
lation has been practised to some extent when practicable ; also, disin- 
fection of the nasal, buccal, and bronchial secretions. The number of 
cases can not be stated, but may be estimated at 1,000. Twenty one 
deaths have been repoited. 

Canada — New Brunswick — Marysville. — Two hundred cases of a rather 
severe type are reported. The mortality has been nil. The treatment 
has been with calomel, quinine, aud the coal-tar products, followed by 
tonics. 

Ontario — Kingston. — Influenza appeared about December 15, 1901, 
The type was not severe. It was principally bronchial and nervous, 
and attacked the aged and persons of a debilitated constitution. The 
treatment was with stimulants, quinine, and the coal-tar derivatives. 
The number of deaths reported was 3. The disease is now extinct. 

Ontario — Toronto. — La grippe was prevalent to a considerable extent 
from December 27, 1900, to about February 1, 1901, since which date it 
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has materially abated. The form of the disease was extremely mild. The 
exact number of cases is unknown, but it may be estimated as between 
250 and 300. Mortality, outside of sequelae, has been about 1 per cent. 
A few cases were followed by paralytic or ear troubles. Lung and 
heart complications have been frequent. 

Colombia — Cartagena. — La grippe has not been present in epidemic 
form. 

Costa Eica — Miramar. — No cases of la grippe have occurred here. 

Cuba — Havana. — La grippe is prevalent in this city in mild form. 
During the year 1900 it occasioned 64 deaths. The type is generally 
catarrhal. Laxatives, quinine, and an expectoratant mixture have con- 
stituted the treatment used. The only important complication is 
catarrhal pneumonia, which in some cases has been fatal. 

Matanzas. — According to the best information available, the first cases 
of la grippe of the present pandemic wave appeared in Matanzas in the 
month of December, 1899. The disease presented itself in a mild form, 
and has so continued up to the present time. The number of cases 
increased during January, February, March, and April, the last month 
mentioned showing the maximum number. In May there was a decided 
improvement, which was continued during the summer months, the 
minimum number being recorded in September. During the last three 
months of the year there was a slight increase. 

The following table, kindly prepared by Dr. Alberto Schweyer, city 
health officer, shows the number of cases and deaths of la grippe for 
each month of 1900, as also of the two allied diseases, bronchitis and 
pneumonia. 

From the table it will be seen that the relationship between the 3 
maladies has, by no means, been constant, and that la grippe death rate 
has been low — L16 per cent of cases. 

No special change has been noted in the course or severity of the 
epidemic during the month of January, 1901, as compared with the pre- 
vious month, from which it would appear that the disease is gradually 
disappearing. 

As a whole, the epidemic here has presented itself in a mild form, 
although all the varieties of the disease have been observed, the nerv- 
ous, pulmonary, and intestinal. 

As regards treatment, it is difficult to formulate any special one in a 
disease that presents so many different phases. Each variety of the 
disease has been treated according to the organs implicated. In other 
words, the treatment has been mainly symptomatic. 

But, inasmuch as the tendency of la grippe is asthenic, the symp- 
tomatic treatment has been invariably accompanied by a tonic one. 
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TabU showing the number of cases and deaths from la grippe, bronchitis, and pneumonia for 

each month of 1900. 
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Santiago. — About 20 cases of influenza have come under the observa- 
tion of various members of the board of health. The chief types of 
the disease observed were the respiratory and gastrointestinal forms. 
These cases occurred in the past four months. 

During September and October, I observed among the Americans 
stationed here a small epidemic of catarrh of the nose and throat, some- 
times extending to the bronchi, which was generally known as the 
" grip." This was undoubtedly influenza nostras and not influenza 
vera, which has prevailed in the States this winter. 

In Manzanillo, with a population of 14,464, "grip" was reported as 
follows : July, 27 ; August, 27 ; September, 6 ; October, 8 ; November, 
12 ; December, 3 ; January, 2 ; February, 2 cases, 1 death. Total, 87 
cases, with 1 death. During this period there was a decided increase 
in deaths, due to pulmonary diseases. The disease was of a mild type, 
yielding readily to treatment of antipyretics and expectorants. 

One death from "grip" was reported at Guantanamo in the month 
of July, 1900. This is the only case reported at that port. 

At Daiquiri there were 20 cases of "grip" reported for the month of 
January, 1901. 

Denmark — Copenhagen. — La grippe appeared about the beginning of 
October, 1900, with 5 cases in the first week, increasing very slowly, and 
culminating in the nineteenth week, with 624 cases. The total number 
reported up to February 22 is 4,268. The number of deaths has been 
41. The epidemic has shown no prevailing type, but the digestive 
organs have been more affected than in previous years, and vomiting 
and diarrhea have been frequent. The causes of death are pneumonic. 
The treatment has-been to keep the patient in bed; medicinal treat- 
ment, salipyrine. 

Egypt — Alexandria. — La grippe has been epidemic, as it has been 
every year, in a catarrhal form. Complications, with nephritis, have 
been quite frequent, and often persistent, after the acute stage is passed. 
Pneumonic la grippe has not been rare. Some cases of this form have 
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been fatal. The number of cases, as estimated, is not large. Treat- 
ment has invariably been symptomatic. The epidemic probably began 
in December, 1900. 

Smallpox in Charleston,, 8. C. 

Charleston, S. C, April 2, 1901. 

Sir : I have to state that recently some separate cases (a small num- 
ber) of smallpox, as reported, have been detected among the negroes in 
different parts of this city, and every case has been promptly removed 
to the pesthouse on the outskirts of town, and all precautions taken by 
the local health authorities to prevent the spread of the disease. Prom 
the best information obtained, about 10 such proved or suspected cases 
have been dealt with. None of the cases seem to have originated here. 
I inclose herein a slip cut from the principal newspaper of the city in 
relation to this subject. 

Bespectfully, Jno. Vansant, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Arrival at Reedy Island Quarantine of vessels from West Indian ports. 

Eeedy Island Quarantine, 
via Port Penn, Del., March SI, 1901. 
Sir : Through the medical officer in command, National Quarantine 
Service on Delaware River and Bay, I have the honor to report the 
arrival at this station of the following vessels : March 24, 1901, Nor- 
wegian steamship Alfred Dumois, from Gibara, with fruit ; no pas- 
sengers ; bill of health signed by Acting Asst. Surg. S. Gomez. Nor- 
wegian steamship Mathilda, from Cardenas, via Caibarien, with sugar ; 
no passengers ; Cardenas bill of health signed by Acting Asst. Surg. 
Enrique Saez ; Caibarien bill of health signed by Acting Asst. Surg. 
Leoncio Junco ; British steamship Georgian Prince, from Havana, with 
molasses ; no passengers, bill of health signed by Surgeon Glennan. 
March 30, 1901, British schooner Corinto, from Havana, with scrap iron ; 
no passengers ; bill of health signed by Surgeon Glennan. 

Eespectfully, T. P. Richardson, 

Assistant Surgeon, XT. 8. M. H. 8., In Command. 

Arrival at Baltimore of vessels from West Indian and South American ports. 

Baltimore, Md., April 6. 1901. 
Sir : I have to report the following arrivals at this port for the week 
ended this day from the ports named : April 2, Norwegian steamship 
8pero, from Banes, Cuba, with fruit. April 3, British steamship Ben- 
wick, from Daiquiri, Cuba, with ore. April 4, British steamship Queen 
Margaret, from Coquimbo, Chile, with general cargo. 

Respectfully, War. F. Stone, 

Collector. 

Beportsfrom the Mexican border. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., April 2, 1901 — Smallpox in the vicinity. — I have the 
honor to inform you that smallpox is existing in a little settlement some 
35 miles from Eagle Pass. A man came to Eagle Pass, from the place 
referred to, desiring treatment. He proved to be a sufferer from small- 
pox. I was unable to learn from what place the disease first came to 



